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Limited  knowledge and low public 

awareness 

• Low environmental responsibility 

• Lack of valuation & appreciation of 

value of ecosystem services 

• Low awareness of sustainable 

practices 

• Poor understanding of 

environmental concepts 

•  

Ineffective  legal & institutional 

frameworks 

• Weak &ineffective legal & 

institutional frameworks at all levels  

• Fragmentation of responsibilities 

• Limited cross-sectoral approaches 

•  Inadequate resources 

• Limited surveillance & enforcement 

Population and cultural pressures 

• Population growth 

• Poverty 

• Increase demand for food & 

employment 

• Lack of alternatives  

• Illiteracy 

 

Poor governance 

• Weak political will 

• Low priority to the environment 

• Unsustainable development models 

• Limited co-ordination, collaboration 

& harmonization 

• Limited stakeholder involvement 

• Lack of shared vision on 

sustainability 

• Poor application of precautionary 

principle 

• Incomplete EEZ boundary 

delimitation  

 

Environmental 

• Loss of ecosystem structure & 

function 

• Reduced ecosystem resilience 

• Decline in biodiversity  

• Reduced fisheries productivity  

 

Root Causes Immediate Causes 

Socio-economic 

• Loss of amenity value for 
tourism 

• Reduced food security from 
fisheries 

• Loss of employment & income 

• Reduced foreign exchange 
earnings 

• User conflicts 

• Increased cost of addressing 

habitat degradation & its 

causes  

• Loss of coastal protection 

• Increased exposure of coastal 
communities to climate change 
impacts 

• Loss of competitive edge in 
global market 

• Loss of aesthetic, educational, 

and scientific values & of 

cultural heritage 

 

Impacts Underlying Causes 

Increasing demand 

for food, jobs & 

income 

 

Limited IWCAM 

Limited capacity  

 

Inadequate waste 

management  

Harmful subsidies & 

lack of incentives 

Inadequate data & 

information 

Issues 

Habitat 

degradation 

& community 

modification 

Sectors 

Fisheries & 

aquaculture 

Agriculture & 

forestry 

Tourism 

Figure . Causal Chain diagram illustrating causal links for Habitat 

degradation & community modification of the reef and pelagic 

ecosystems, with examples of root causes and impacts 

Note: Causes and impacts arranged in general descending order of 

importance/relevance, although it is recognized that many are of equal 

importance and this order may vary by country 
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Shipping & 

transport 
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urbanization 

Physical 

alteration 

Invasive 

species 

Poorly planned 

coastal development 

Land use changes & 

poor agricultural 

practices 

Demography & 

urbanization  

Intensive maritime & 

petroleum industries 

Construction 

Trade & external dependency 

• High dependence on international 

tourism & agricultural exports 

• Limited alternatives for economic 

development  

• High capital investment in tourism 

& fisheries 

 


